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What are Protective Orders?
Protective Orders are criminal orders that protect victims of certain crimes from threats or harm. If someone has been arrested for hurting or harassing you, you might be able to receive a Protective Order. They can protect against a variety of threats, harassment, injury, or intimidation by the offender.
Who can get a Protective Order?
Protective Orders can be given to victims of family violence; stalking; first or second-degree harassment; child sexual abuse; child endangerment; child risk of injury or impairment of morals; first, second, third, or fourth-degree sexual assault; first-degree aggravated sexual assault;  aggravated assault of a minor 

What is the law related to Protective Orders?

The statute related to Protective Orders for sexual assault victims in Connecticut is Public Act Number 08-84. It became law on October 1, 2008. If you live outside of Connecticut, your state may have different laws and regulations regarding Protective Orders.
What do Protective Orders protect against?

Protective Orders prohibit offenders from imposing any restraint on the victim (this means restraining the victim physically or restricting her/his personal freedom); threatening, harassing, assaulting, molesting, or sexually assaulting the victim; entering a victim’s house or apartment; hurting or threatening to injure an animal owned or kept by the victim; or other actions determined by a judge.

What are the penalties for violating a Protective Order?
Violating a Protective Order is a Class D Felony and can be punished with up to five years in prison and a fine of up to $5,000. Violating a Protective Order also violates bail or release conditions. It may result in a court raising the amount of bail or revoking the offender’s release.


When is it possible to get a Protective Order?
An offender must be arrested before victims can ask for a Protective Order. Victims can receive a Protective Order at the arraignment or any time after that. 
Who can help sexual assault victims get a Protective Order?
Many people can help a victim get a Protective Order, including the prosecutor, an Office of Victim Services (OVS) victim advocate, or a Sexual Assault Crisis Services (SACS) advocate. A judge can also automatically issue a Protective Order. 

What else would be helpful to know?
The process for getting a Protective Order for sexual assault victims is the same as for victims of domestic violence. If the Protective Order is vacated (if the judge decides to remove the order), the clerk’s office will write a letter to inform the victim. 
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Founded in 1982, the mission of Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Services, Inc. (CONNSACS) is to end sexual violence and ensure high quality, comprehensive and culturally competent sexual assault victim services.  For information on other topics or to contact your local rape crisis center, contact CONNSACS: 96 Pitkin Street, East Hartford, CT 06108, (860) 282.9881, � HYPERLINK "http://www.connsacs.org" ��www.connsacs.org�.








