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CONNSACS Appreciates Governor Rell’s Stimulus Funding Priorities for Sexual Assault Victims
East Hartford, CT - Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Services (CONNSACS) is extremely gratified by the commitment to sexual assault victims demonstrated by Governor Rell and lawmakers. It has been a longstanding priority for CONNSACS, hospitals, emergency department physicians, SANE nurses, and advocates to ensure that trained professionals are available to provide appropriate treatment to victims and expert evidence collection for purposes of prosecution. Governor Rell’s proposal would afford victims quality care throughout the criminal justice system.

CONNSACS’ nine community-based rape crisis centers have an extensive history of providing prevention and community education programming to the general public, law enforcement, and other professionals. Together with CCADV and other organizations, CONNSACS and its rape crisis centers have been an integral part of a statewide initiative focused on violence prevention, with an emphasis on providing outreach and education to targeted populations including teens and parents.  

Since 1995, CONNSACS has been an active partner in establishing, sustaining, and expanding a victim-centered approach to sex offender management in Connecticut.  Through CONNSACS’ ongoing efforts, the model has been implemented on a statewide basis. There are now 15 specialized sex offender supervision units (in probation and parole) that include a CONNSACS victim advocate as part of the supervision team. The involvement of the victim advocates facilitates more informed case supervision and treatment decisions, a greater degree of protection for victims and the public, and aid for victims in recovery.

As the state’s leading voice to end sexual violence, CONNSACS thanks the Governor for her proposal, which addresses numerous systemic and service delivery needs of sexual assault victims.
The mission of Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Services is to end sexual violence and ensure high quality, comprehensive and culturally competent sexual assault victim services.
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