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Different styles of testimony

“My personal experience” or “What this issue means to me” 

· Effective because it comes across as sincere, is usually straightforward and easy to understand.  

· Easiest to prepare because you are expressing your own feelings and relating your 

experiences. 

“Just the facts” 

· More technical and requires more preparation.  

· Explain the issue using facts, figures, background materials, quotes from experts and other references that will substantiate your opinion.  

· Be professional, assertive, and reasonably brief. 

Expert Testimony 

· Presented by people who are considered experts in their field.  

· Usually limited to court proceedings or to “trial-like” administrative hearings, although occasionally legislative committees call for expert witnesses.

Guidelines for writing testimony

· Identify: your organization, the bill name and number, the committee or governmental body, and your position, and the hearing date. Example: 
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· Begin by directly addressing the committee and its co-chairs.
· Introduce yourself, your organization, and why you care about the issue.

· State your opinion on the issue in a summary paragraph at the top of the testimony. 
· Outline the problem that exists and explain why legislation is necessary (or why legislation would be a bad idea).
· Explain what the legislation or policy would do and why you oppose or support it.  

· Offer other solutions or alternatives if there are any.  

· Make your testimony succinct. Avoid extra words.  

· Ask the body to support your position: “Therefore, I urge the committees to support HB 2110.”

· Written testimony must be submitted to committee staff one hour before the start of the public hearing. Provide enough copies for all committee staff.

Guidelines for testifying in person
· Sign up early. You want to speak as early as possible while the committee is fresh. Some committees have first-come, first-serve sign ups. Others require you to draw a number out of a hat. Sign-ups usually take place outside the hearing room or in the committee office.

· When you are called to speak, identify yourself clearly and speak directly to the committee. Remember that you are the expert of your own experiences, and you are extremely qualified to talk about how the issue impacts you/your clients.   
· Be brief. Most committees limit verbal testimony to three minutes. Choose only your key points.  

· Don’t repeat what others before you have said.  

· Be unique. Try to use personal experiences.  Don’t read but use notes for guidance; a relaxed conversational style is more effective.  

· Dress for success. Business attire is appropriate to demonstrate respect for the 

committee.  

· Bring supporters. It can be very effective to bring a large group of people to a hearing as a show of support. Appoint one spokesperson to talk to the committee or media.  

· Wait briefly after you finish for questions from committee members. If you do not 

know the answer to a question, offer to get them an answer later.  

· Prepare typed copies of your statement. In the event of a highly controversial issue, you may wish to distribute them to the press.  

Adapted from a handout by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. http://www.cbf.org/
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  Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Services, Inc.

96 Pitkin Street ∙ East Hartford, CT 06108 ∙ Phone: 860-282-9881 ∙ Fax: 860-291-9335 ∙ www.connsacs.org
Testimony of Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Services

In Support of HB 6633, An Act Concerning Stalking

Anna Doroghazi, Director of Public Policy and Communication

Judiciary Committee, March 30, 2011
Senator Coleman, Representative Fox, and members of the Judiciary Committee, my name is Anna Doroghazi, and I am the Director of Public Policy and Communication for Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Services (CONNSACS). CONNSACS is the statewide association of Connecticut’s nine community-based rape crisis programs. During the last year, advocates throughout the state provided services to 5,190 victims of sexual violence and their loved ones. For some of these victims, the trauma of sexual violence was compounded by the experience of being stalked by their offender. Based on our work with these victims, we would like to testify in support of HB 6633, An Act Concerning Stalking.
There are strong connections between stalking and sexual violence. Some sexual offenders monitor or follow their victims prior to an assault, and others repeatedly contact their victims after an assault has taken place. Similarly, some stalkers use sexual violence or the threat of sexual violence to control and intimidate their victims. Research from the Bureau of Justice Statistics and the National Institute of Justice found that of the 3.4 million Americans who were stalked during a twelve-month period, 54,785 of those victims were also raped or sexually assaulted by their stalker.
 

Stalking is much better understood now than it was in 1992 when Connecticut’s stalking statutes [Sec. 53a-181(c)(d)(e)]  were enacted.  Since that time, research has revealed the intense psychological, emotional, and financial impact that stalking can have on victims and survivors. Current Connecticut law only applies to victims who feel fear for their own physical safety, yet we now know that nearly 25% of stalking victims have their property damaged by an offender and that more than half of victims live in fear of their stalker causing harm to themselves, their child, or another family member.
  We know that nearly one in three victims accrue expenses as a result of being stalked, and one in eight lose time from work.
 Some offenders prey on their victims in the workplace, making victims fearful that their employment is in jeopardy. HB 6633 would ensure that Connecticut law addresses these very real concerns.  

Based on the national prevalence of stalking, an estimated 49,256 Connecticut residents are stalked each year.
 Despite this high incidence of victimization, Connecticut’s stalking statutes are weak and outdated and do not adequately protect victims from the wide range of behaviors that stalkers use to cause alarm and fear. Currently, the only behaviors that constitute a stalking offense are “willfully and repeatedly following or lying in wait” for a victim. The statutes do not apply to offenders who:

· use GPS or other electronic devices to track a victim’s movements 

· repeatedly call, text, email, or send letters to a victim, even if the victim has previously indicated that such communication is unwanted

· repeatedly leave unwanted objects and presents for a victim 

· cause repeated disturbances that may jeopardize a victim’s employment

· cause a victim to fear for the safety of her children, co-workers, or property

· engage in a varied course of conduct that may involve leaving threatening notes one day and sending flowers the next day 

HB 6633 would amend the definition of stalking in the third degree to include the range of behaviors mentioned above. It would expand the definition of stalking in the first degree to encompass a wider range of past behaviors, and it would make it easier for offenders to be charged with stalking when they violate a court order. Perhaps most importantly, it would also increase penalties for stalking offenses and make punishments better reflect the level of harm that victims experience. These changes are comparable to those being made in other states throughout the country, and they bring Connecticut’s stalking statutes more in line with the recommendations of the National Center for Victims of Crime’s Stalking Resource Center. 

CONNSACS hopes that the Committee will see the importance of strengthening Connecticut’s stalking statutes and join us in supporting HB 6633. Thank you for your consideration. 
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